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LIFE TIME HAS 
A LOT TO OFFER 


The new fitness center 
boasts a studio cycle 
theater, indoor bar and 
aquatic oasis, among 
other amenities. NC 


SPORTS 


DEACS MUST 
OUTSCORE A&M 


Wake Forest’s best 
chance of winning 
Friday’s Belk Bowl is to 
rely on the team’s 
high-powered offense. 1B 


BUSINESS 


JJ'S RED HOTS 
COMES UPTOWN 


The popular Charlotte hot 
dog joint is opening its 
first uptown location at 
400 S. Tryon St. with an 
exclusive new dog. 6A 


Public can help homeless 
survive dangerous freeze 


BY ANN DOSS HELMS 
ahelms@@charlotteobserver.com 


harlotte homeless 
shelters are adding 
emergency beds and 
advocates are scouring 
the streets to make sure people 
get inside as a dangerous cold 
snap approaches. 

Sub-freezing temperatures 
Wednesday night hinted at the 
harsher weather ahead, with 
temperatures expected to drop 
New Year's Eve and stay cold 
through early next week. The 
National Weather Service is 
talking lows in the teens and 
“prolonged dangerously cold 
conditions” that could turn life 
on the street from uncomfort- 
able to life-threatening. 

‘Advocates for the homeless 
say the public can help, wheth- 
er that means congregations 
taking on extra nights of pro- 
viding shelter or individuals 
giving sleeping bags, blankets 
and towels. 

‘About 130 houses of worship 
and other partners work with 
the Urban Ministry Center’s 


PHOTOS BY DIEDRA LAIRD dlaird@charlotteobservercom 


Jedida Blaise, right, huddles with Nivayah Robinson as people line up for food and shelter on a cold evening at the Urban Ministry Center, 
waiting for overnight stays in houses of worship. Shelters and advocates for the homeless are scrambling to get people off the streets. 


Gay Schmidt waits, bundled up, in line at the Urban Ministry Center 
on Thursday. She hoped to find shelter from the frigid night through 
the Room In The Inn program. 


Room In The Inn program to 
provide beds and meals for 
people who can’t get into shel- 
ters. Hosts generally commit to 
one night a week from Decem- 
ber to March, with 80 to more 


than 200 people staying in the 
temporary shelters each night. 
On Thursday morning, coor- 
dinator Paul Hanneman 
emailed to see if any hosts 
could add a night to get more 


people inside during the cold 
spell. It’s not as simple as 
throwing open the doors; each 
host has to marshal a squad of 
volunteers to set up beds, pre- 
pare meals and supervise 
guests. 

“Tt takes an enormous 
amount of effort to get some- 
thing like this organized, partic- 
ularly on a holiday weekend,” 
Hanneman said. 

Thursday afternoon, with the 
temperature just above freezing 
and expected to drop fast after 
dark, dozens of people carrying 
their belongings in backpacks, 
shopping bags and small suit- 
cases lined up outside outside 
Urban Ministry in hopes of 
getting a spot to spend the 
night. Most were adults, but a 
few had small children. Erika 
Robinson and Jedida Blaise, 
with 14-year-old Nivayah, said 
they spend the day at Imagi- 
nOn library and turn to Room 
In The Inn at night while trying 
to get into housing. 

The Salvation Army Center 
of Hope, which provides shelter 


SEE HOMELESS, 4A 


PANTHERS OWNERSHIP 


Limited partners remain silent as sale of team looms 


BY RICK ROTHACKER 
rrothacker@charlotteobserver.com 


Since the first efforts to create 
the Carolina Panthers in 1987, 
Jerry Richardson has been the 
face of the team’s ownership 
group, but he’s not the only 
partner. 

That group includes 11 mem- 
bers outside the Richardson 
family, according to the 
Panthers’ latest media guide. 
It’s mostly prominent Charlotte 
businesspeople who were in- 
vestors alongside Richardson 
back in 1993 when the NFL 
approved the team’s entry into 
the league. Some of the listed 
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IT'S A WONDERFUL DICTATORSHIP. 


Cameron Harris, Charlotte businessman and Panthers part 
owner, describing Jerry Richardson's ownership structure in 2013 


partners represent family hold- 
ings. 

For years, Richardson, 81, has 
said he planned for the team to 
be sold within two years of his 
death, but that timetable abrupt- 
ly sped up Dec. 17 when he 
announced he would sell the 
franchise at the end of the sea- 
son. That decision came just 
hours after a Sports Illustrated 


report outlined allegations of 
sexual and racial misconduct by 
Richardson toward former Pan- 
thers employees. 

The announcement has raised 
questions about what role the 
limited partners will have in the 
planned sale, including whether 
any of them would be interested 
in buying the franchise. Limited 
partners contacted by the Ob- 


server have either declined to 
comment or did not respond 
about the pending sale. 

The Panthers have said Rich- 
ardson and his family own 48 
percent of the franchise, with 
the remaining partners owning 
the rest. Panthers spokesman 
Steven Drummond said Thurs- 
day the limited partners partici- 
pated in the decision to sell and 
will sell their stakes along with 
the Richardsons. It’s possible, 
however, that some of the mi- 
nority owners could be buyers of 
the team, he said. 

The Observer reported last 
week that a group of investors 
committed to keeping the 
Panthers in Charlotte is “mov- 


ing pretty fast” to purchase the 
team from Richardson. The 
group, which includes both local 
and out-of-town members, is 
made up of “some very serious 
people, some very wealthy peo- 
ple who are very committed to 
Charlotte,” said Charlotte busi- 
nessman Felix Sabates, who said 
he is involved with the effort. 
He declined to identify any of 
the other potential buyers or say 
whether they are part of the 
team’s minority ownership. 

In the past, some minority 
owners have said Richardson is 
firmly in control of the franchise 
but that he does seek their coun- 
sel from time to time. “It’s a 
wonderful dictatorship,” Char- 
lotte businessman Cameron 
Harris, one of the partners, told 
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